MUROMACHI AGE AND ITS AFTERMATH 429
So against a lurid background we catch a last glimpse of
this rugged figure—one of Japan's great men, a bril-
liant empire-builder of undaunted courage and of con-
structive genius.
During the intervals of his stormy life Nobunaga
•showed wise statesmanship in strict control of his army
and in curtailing customs and other taxes. He lent money
to encourage trade, and began to improve roads and lanes,
which had fallen into terrible disrepair, till they were 'only
fit for birds and beasts'. He taxed the great temples
heavily, and also, it must be said, bore heavily upon the
country-folk to the benefit of the citizens of Kyoto. As
he played off Christians against Buddhists so he did not
scruple to play off the town against the country. The
people of Kyoto were loud in his praises, while the mis-
sionaries believed he was about to ask for baptism. The.
only baptism he actually received was on the historic
occasion when he jumped into a bath full of Buddhist
priests, his enemies in the spiritual sphere, to escape the
armed retainers of his rivals in the material.
He was a wise financier, minting gold coins for the first
time in Japan, and using interest on government loans for
public works. He laid sound foundations for fiscal and
other reforms.
' Hideyoshi (153 6-9 8) is an even more arresting figure. A
loyal lieutenant, he crowned an amazing youth by becom-
ing Nobunaga's counsellor and friend, and his obvious suc-
cessor. Building the massive castle of Osaka and a gay
palace at Kyoto, he coveted the Shogunate but had to be
content with the Regency. This office of Kwampaku was
given him in 1571 and in 1586 he was made Taiko, or
Great Merit. In wars with the Satsuma and the Hojo and
in a great expedition against Korea he proved his genius
as a general, and he even cast eyes on China, saying he
could 'roll it up like a carpet*.
At home he showed a realistic grasp of affairs; he sup-
pressed bandits, built roads and bridges, encouraged farm-
ing, employed his large army in constructive activities,

